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Jan is a director and co-founder of Future Tense, which provides strategic advice to local governments 
and organisations about how to support the arts through policy and funding by mapping the specifics of 
local arts ecologies and demonstrating the social and economic benefits of this support.

Jan is also an architect, a co-director of MvS Architects, a researcher and lecturer at RMIT University. 
He has over two decades of experience designing award winning prototypical public and residential 
buildings, leading innovative research projects, and supporting contemporary arts organisations through 
patronage and governance.

Jan is deeply involved in the arts communities and creative industries of Australia - in the provision of 
services as an architect; as a convener of public forums for the discussion of art; as a strategic adviser 
to, and member of the boards of, arts organisations; as a collector of contemporary art; and as a regular 
attendee local and international exhibition openings and art fairs.

His work focusses on the cultural and societal underpinnings of architecture, and the complex relationship 
between human beings and their environments. His collaborative approach to the design of public 
buildings; mixed use developments; strategic plans; feasibility studies; master-plans; secondary and 
tertiary education projects; adaptive reuse projects; exhibitions in major art galleries; buildings in 
sensitive ecological environments; and prototypical residential projects has received awards, and been 
published, both in Australia and internationally.

Jan has worked on projects on the east coast of China, Kuala Lumpur, and in Australia. In regional 
Victoria he specialises in leveraging creative practice to deliver resilience to communities and their 
economies. His experience includes past appointments as deputy chair of Gertrude Contemporary 
Art Spaces, chair of the City of Melbourne Creative Spaces working group and adviser to the Regional 
Arts Victoria’s Small Town Transformation project. Jan is currently a board member of NETS (National 
Exhibition Touring Support) Victoria and is a patron of Gertrude Contemporary, West Space Gallery, and 
the Australian Centre for Contemporary Art.

Jan is the producer of the WRITING & CONCEPTS, a public lecture series and publication, published by 
Art + Australia, that reflects on the relationship between the process of writing and the development of 
social, political and philosophical questions within contemporary arts and cultural practice.

The talks are co-hosted, co-promoted, and have the imprimatur of 20 established arts organisations in 
Melbourne and Victoria and has involved 46 artists and writers in presentation and discussion format 
since 2016. In 2018 the series will expand to visit NSW and New Zealand.

During his six year enrolment as an RMIT Post Professional PhD in Creative Practice Design Research 
candidate Jan contributed to twice-annual national and international graduate research conferences 
- presenting to, and learning from a learning community of practitioners from a wide range of design 
disciplines. Having graduated from this program in 2015 Jan continues to contribute to, and supervise in, 
this research program and post-professional learning community.

Jan has presented in local and international public forums by invitation and has been an external 
examiner for tertiary degree assessments at universities in Europe, the US, Asia and Australia.

MvS Architects has received awards for the St Arnaud Street Museum, Alice Smith School, the Centre for 
Ideas, the Australian Wildlife Health Centre, Wattle Avenue House, and the Edithvale Seaford Wetlands 
Centre, and has twice been the recipient of the Victorian Premier’s Design Award. 


